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Michael Stebbins: Sex, Drugs & DNA

Researcher in a Rage
Many people, mainly in the USA, regard this book as the polemical rant of a “liberal scumbag”. This is not surprising.
With a devilish pleasure, Michael Stebbins outspokenly presents his views on the most controversial topics in science.

T

o outsiders, America can seem plain
weird. There are numerous curious phenomena that the folk back
in “old” Europe don’t understand. Why do American fundamentalist Christians seem to display such a
pathological fear of nakedness and sexuality? Why is it
a crime for two-year-olds to
frolic naked in the sandpit?
Why shouldn’t adults kiss in
public, and why does paying someone a pretty compliment constitute serious
sexual harassment? And finally, why aren’t the modesty-preoccupied
fundamentalists reassured by the fact that
Adam and Eve themselves began life completely naked?
Or consider the gun phenomenon.
Many, many US citizens display a certain
weakness for deadly weapons. 200 million guns and pistols are kept in American
homes, intended to make their owners’
lives safer. As Michael Moore’s films eloquently demonstrated, this protection isn’t
always reliable: more than 11,000 people
are shot every year in the USA – mostly by
relatives or friends. In the European Union, which has more citizens than the US,
this number is well under 1,000.

Stebbins is the Director of Biology
Policy for the Federation of American
Scientists. Before that, he was a geneticist at Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, senior editor at Nature Genetics and wrote for Reuters and numerous scientific journals. Throughout his career, Stebbins has accumulated a burning frustration about
scientists’ daily scuffles with
blockheaded politicians, ignorant citizens and fundamentalist religion. In many cases, US
researchers’ daily struggle with
bureaucracy and government
has become almost Kafkaesque:

Author Michael Stebbins (left) being “pissed
off ” by incompetent politicians (right). On his
website www.sexdrugsanddna.com, Stebbins
presents a lot of funny stuff around his book.
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